
      

      

      

      

      

      

       

       

INTRODUCTION  

The importance of healthy early childhood development cannot be over emphasised. Every-

body ought to recognize the importance of child care, the benefit of positively investing in 

this sector and giving it priority at the national level, and the need to allocate the required 

funding to do so.  Nigerian families especially the rural areas have limited awareness and 

knowledge of their pivotal role in child care and therefore, very often rely on care and educa-

tional institutions.  A positive start of life will help the children to grow properly and brings 

benefits, which is not to the child only, but also to the family and society at large by reinforc-

ing the human capital, increasing the productive capacity and reducing public expenditure on 

education. Knowledge of proper care will help us to address all aspects of development chal-

lenges in the future.  Maternal and child health programs should include health, nutrition, stimulation and pro-

tection. This integrated approach is the best way to ensure good child growth and development. 

 

Neglected Tropical diseases are widely distributed in tropical and subtropical area, with the 

greatest number occurring in sub-Sahara Africa. This infection affects over 267 million pre-

school age children and over 568 million school-age children live in areas where these para-

sites are intensively transmitted and are in need of preventive measure as well as treat-

ments(WHO 2015).  

 

A major component of our humanitarian activity is upholding the rights of the Less privi-

leged. TAHSERI holds that every child should enjoy a comprehensive and integrated care that pro-

vides protection, survival and nurtures all aspects of their growth and development. This report is cre-

ated to provide an overview of TAHSERI humanitarian program. It covers operations in 3 
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thematic areas of the organisation and focuses on programmes carried out in the month of 

March towards achieving her vision. 

Highlights of the report  

     Advocacy to MDAs 

     Child and Adolescent health  

     Rapid Nutritional Assessment (CECED Project) 

CHILD AND ADOLESCENT HEALTH  

Disease burden is mainly attributed to the impact on health and quality of life. According to 

WHO (2018), Neglected Tropical disease caused ill health and disability among poor people 

with extensive social and economic effect. Existing cost-effectiveness analyses, however, 

have tropically focused on health gains associated with the scale up of preventive chemother-

apy. This misses the key fact that health investments can contribute to gains in other sectors 

in the country such as nutrition, education and economic leading to a broader benefit.  

 

Among this tropical disease is the notable soil transmitted helminth infection which can result 

in a variety of health outcome (diarrhea, nutritional deficiencies, growth and development 

disorder, cognitive development disorders). They are transmitted by eggs present in human 

faeces which in turn contaminate the soil in areas where sanitation is poor. The main species 

that affect children is the round worm (Ascaris lumbricoides), whip worm (Trichuris 

Trichuara) and hook worm (Necator americanus). The STH infection adversely affects nutri-

tional status results from changes in appe-

tite, digestion, absorption of nutrient and 

iron deficiency and impairing cognitive 

processes leading to poor school perform-

ance so that when these children reaches 

adulthood, their productivity tends to de-

crease and their pregnancy tends to be 

harmful, which in turn impairs the pro-

gress of the child’s education and the eco-

nomic development. 

 In 2018, TAHSERI endorse an activity to 
A section of the pupil in St Paul’s catholic school 

during the sensitization  



carry out the first preventive intervention through sensitization in school. It was observed that 

the issue of soil transmitted helminth infection is not a well known infection by teacher, par-

ents and children alike. On this note, TAHSERI decided in 2019 to scale up her preventive 

intervention through health and hygiene education in 10 other schools within chikun and 

LGA of Kaduna state in order to reduce transmission and infection by encouraging healthy 

behaviours. The sensitisation covered the mode by which these worms are transmitted, 

its effect and the method of prevention. 

Schools provides a particular entry point for such preventive activity as they allow 

easy provision of health education such as the promotion of hand wash and improved 

sanitation.  

In this month, TAHSERI team visited St. Paul's Catholic Nursery and Primary and St. 

Andrew's Anglican Nursery and Primary school in Nassarawa community, Kaduna. A 

total of 382 persons were sensitized in St. Paul's Catholic Nursery and Primary School 

and 132 persons in St Andrew's Anglican Nursery and Primary School. This figure in-

cludes Head teachers, teachers, and pupils (REF to Kaduna report, March 2019) 

 

The number of participants for the sensitization is shown below: 

Table 1.0 Number of Male and female sensitized. 

Name of Schools  Teachers Pupils  
Male  Female  Male  Female  

St. Paul’s Catholic 5 14 171 191 

St. Andrew’s Angli-

can 

2 8 51 71 

TOTAL 7 22 222 262 

 

 

CECED INTERVENTION IN TARABA STATE 

ECDE is a basic part of education has been ignored by many, especially in rural areas 

and it forms solid bedrock for educational development. Efforts are being made by 

both government and private sectors/organisation to promote the importance of ECE 

but the success recorded so far is small because the process of adopting this founda-

tional change is very slow, and as people battle with the need to channel resources to 



what seem a futile venture, awareness, sensitizations and advocacies are being done to 

convince them that it is not a futile venture after all.  

 

Creating safe space for Early Childhood Education and Development (CECED), a pro-

ject currently  been implemented in two communities in Ardo-Kola LGA aims to Pro-

mote early childhood development education as a tool for human capacity develop-

ment in Barkin Dutse and Sarkin Dutse Sunkani ward. 

CECED Project seeks to promote and implement fully functioning ECE program in the 

selected communities (Sunkani and Bakin Dutse) through working with stakeholders 

(children, households, community leaders, and MDAs) to achieve its goal. The follow-

ing activities were carried out in line with the project objective and work-plan for this 

month under review.  

 

Rapid Assessment for the identification and selection of project beneficiaries in 

Bakin Dutse and Sunkani Community 

In the efforts to meet with the goal of the project goal, there is a need for data on num-

bers for selection of the targeted beneficiary and on the extent of, a assess if any the  

nutritional need among the beneficiary. This assessment to estimate the nutritional 

status of the targeted population is important information. In so doing, the findings 

would be used to aid in analysing areas for targeted interventions of a short and long 

term nutritional programs. It would also serve as a baseline for ongoing nutritional 

surveillance and any follow-on impact studies or further nutritional assessments in the 

communities. 

TAHSERI project Management Team carried out a Rapid Assessment for the identifi-

cation and selection of project beneficiaries in Bakin Dutse and Sunkani Community 

of Ardo Kola LGA in the month of March, with the objective of increasing the num-

ber of children accessing Early childhood Care Development Education (ECCDE) in 

Ardo-Kola LGA. 

 



Method of Assessment 

Traditionally, women and children have been the most vulnerable groups during peri-

ods of food insecurity worldwide. TAHSERI adopted the HEVA tool and CSI tools for 

the assessment and data collection The HEVA had a representative sample of house-

holds in the LGA, equally stratified between the two intervention communities to en-

sure greater precision. The assessment size was based on approved number of House-

hold and children to be selected by the project. The 50 households yielded 100 chil-

dren between 3 and 5 years of age (49 males, 47 females). Parameter for transfer to a 

nutritional assessment was based on 

the response on the nutritional indica-

tor n the CSI form. 

Overview of the activity  

The activities started with an orienta-

tion of what Project is all about, who 

are the grantors and implementers of 

the project to the locals of Bakin Dutse 

community who are being assessed and 

possibly selected. During the orienta-

tion, the field team expressed the im-

portance of the project and the need for the community to own the project inorder to 

ensure it success. The orientation continued to explain who would be the beneficiaries 

of the project. The project targets 25 children to be enrolled from the community, but 

the assessment process will assess 50 children from the 25 identified and assessed 

households. 

Assessment Result Bakin Dutse Community 

Below is a result of the outcome of the households assessed: A total of 25 HEVA Tool 

and 48 CSI forms was used for the assessment 

TOOLs  HEVA CSI tool  

 Male  Female  Male  Female  

Ongoing Rapid Assessment in Sunkani community  



Number of households identified 22 3   

Number of households identified   23 25 

Totals  25 48 

Questions 

 One of the households asked whether the children to be selected are different 

from the households selected. 

Answer  

 He was told no! Further, he was enlightened that the households selected have 

the precise children targeted by the project, and since the children are the target 

of the project, reaching them means going through the gatekeepers (household 

heads). 

 

Assessment Result Sunkani (Sabon Layi) Community 

Below is a result of the outcome of the households assessed: A total of 25 HEVA Tool 

and 48 CSI forms were used for the assessment 

 

TOOLs  HEVA CSI tool  

 Male  Female  Male  Female  

Number of households identified 23 2   

Number of households identified   26 22 

Totals  25 48 

 

 

ADVOCACY VISITS CARRIED OUT IN KADUNA AND TARABA  

Menstrual Hygiene Management 

A growing body of evidence shows that over 5oo million women and girls globally 

lack adequate facilities for menstrual hygiene management (MHM). Inadequate 

WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) facilities, particularly in public places, such as 

in schools, workplaces or health centers poses a major obstacle to women and girls. 

Most times, the lack of separate toilets with doors that can be safely closed, or the un-

availability of means to dispose of used sanitary pads and water to wash hands, means 

that women and girls face challenges in maintaining their menstrual hygiene in a pri-

vate, safe and dignified manner. A growing body of evidence shows that girls’ inabil-



ity to manage their menstrual hygiene in schools, results in school absenteeism, which 

in turn, has severe economic costs on their lives and on the country.  

 

TaHSERI Kaduna carried out advocacy visit to some selected schools in chikun and 

Kaduna south on menstrual hygiene management inorder to carry out a sensitisation 

focused on  

 instructing on examples of good menstrual hygiene practice  

 provide a guidance on building know-how and confidence to break the silence 

surrounding the issue 

 And to encourage increased engagement in advocacy on menstrual hygiene. 

These schools visited are as follows: 

 1.Government Junior Secondary School Barnawa 

 2.GovernmentJuniorSecondarySchoolMaraban Rico 

 3.GovernmentJuniorSecondarySchoolKakuri 

 4.GovernmentJuniorSecondarySchoolMakera  

 5.GovernmentJuniorSecondarySchoolSabon Tasha 

 6.GovernmentJuniorSecondarySchoolU/Boro 

 7.GovernmentJuniorSecondarySchoolKakau 

 8.GovernmentJuniorSecondarySchoolTelevision 

 9. Cyteck Global Academy 

 10. Christ Supreme Academy 

This visit recorded positive response from 2 private schools and 6 Government schools 

who grant an informal approval for the sensitization pending the letter from the Zonal 

Education Board.  

Furthermore, visit was carried out to MWASD and MoE to certain the availability of 

IEC material on the above subject within the objectives of each Ministry. Mrs Eliza-

beth, Director Girl Child Ministry of Education welcomed the Idea and pledge to give 

full support. She also assisted in following up of the letter which was submitted by 



TAHSERI for speedy approval and the information disseminated by the Zonal Educa-

tion board to the selected schools.   

A visit to Kaduna state Ministry of women Affairs, TAHSERI team could not speak 

with Mr Garba Social Welfare officer who was unavoidably absent. 

 

Re-Advocacy in TARABA 

A visit was conducted in turns to Ministry of Education, Ministry of Women Affairs,  Taraba 

Statete Universal Basic Education Board, and the  Educational Secretary (ES), Ardo-Kola 

LGA. Although Advocacy letters were accepted by representatives in the office, the Project 

management team reschedule another visit to meet with the head of the various MDAs. This 

lead to the re-advocacy visit for the month of march. 

 

State Ministry of Education 

The team visited the ministry and went straight to the office of the commissioner, at 

the office of the commissioner they were directed to another office. The office was in 

charge of sending letters to the suitable directors. While at the office, it was discovered 

that the commissioner had treated our advocacy letter and had forwarded it to the of-

fice of the Director of Primary and Secondary School Service but the office had not 

forwarded it yet. The coming of the field team for the second time served as a re-

minder to the office. Without delay, the person concerned apologised to the field team 

for the delay, and in their presence filed and forwarded to the Director of Primary and 

Secondary Schools and assured the team that once the process had finished, he will 

give a call to the team. 

State Ministry of Women Affairs 

On the 19
th

 of March 2019, the field team visited the aforementioned MDA, where 

they met with the secretary of the Commissioner. He apologised to the team that the 

ministry had not treated the letter of advocacy sent in since 4
th
 of February 2019 and 

also he told the team that the commissioner is not on sit because she lost a relative and 

had gone for the burial. He told the team that the letter submitted to the ministry, had 



not gotten to his table yet but he assured the team that the letter would be treated the 

team’s next visit. 

State Local Education Authority 

The field team visited the office of the Educational Secretary (ES), Ardo-Kola LGA on 

the 18
th
 of March 2019. At the office the team discovered the ES was unavoidably ab-

sent but the office attendant made call to the ES who instructed the Director Planning 

Research and Statistics (DPRS) to attend to whatever the field team came to the office 

for. The director welcomed the filed team and asked how he would be of help to the 

team, the team told him about the letter for advocacy brought to the LEA since fourth 

and they had to follow-up the letter to see if something had been done about the letter 

and they concluded by saying that they would like the LEA to officially accept the 

CECED Project and support the project by approving classrooms for the project. The 

director immediately called the head teacher of Sabon Layi Primary School one of the 

beneficiary schools and the field team and the director went to the school. At the 

school, the team and director met with the head teacher who showed the team the class 

set aside for the project. 

The field team appreciated the director and head teacher for accepting and showing 

support for the project but this acceptance would have to be made official as well. The 

director pleaded with the team to continue whatever they are to do but the moment the 

Director Personnel Management comes a formal letter would be drafted to this effect. 

Taraba State Universal Basic Education Board (TSUBEB) 

The field team visited TSUBEB on a follow-up visit to the letter of advocacy submit-

ted to the board on the 4
th
 of February 2019. When the team arrived at the board, the 

chairman of the board was not on seat and so was the Director Personnel Management, 

but the field team was directed to the office of the Director of Academic Services. Af-

ter the team had told the director their purpose of coming and introducing CECED 

Project to him, the director said he is in charge of ECD and he has not heard anything 

yet from the chairman but since the team brought a copy of the letter submitted to the 

board, there is no need waiting further he will join the team with the ECD Desk Offi-



cer who will handle the entire process involved and bring a feed to the board via his 

report. 

When the team arrived the office of the Deputy Director Academic Services it was 

discovered that the ECD desk Officer was not on seat hence the field team will have to 

come back another time. 

Third Follow-Up Advocacy Visit 

The field team carried out a third advocacy visit that was supposed to be to more than 

one MDA but the process of activities i.e. to process and treat the advocacy letter sent 

took more than the required time. 

The field team visited Taraba State Universal Basic Education Board (TSUBEB) on 

the 21
st
 of March 2019 to finalize the process of formal acceptance of the CECED Pro-

ject and support the project for success and sustainability. A formal acceptance letter 

addressed to the Educational Secretary (ES) Ardo-Kola LGA officially accepting the 

Project and instructing him to support the Project was presented to TAHSERI.  

 

Challenges  

 The time given to us was not enough.  

 The head masters of both schools were demanding for deworming drugs for the 

pupils. 

 Lateness of community heads to pass information to community members and to 

arrive on time on the day of assessment which led to shift of time and date of as-

sessment. 

 Poor network in the area which led to poor communication. 

 Most key persons were not on sit during the advocacy visit to MDAs which 

means extra time and resources which are not on the budget would be used due 

to distance. 

 Lack of power supply which delays activities (report writing) which require the 

use of power. 

 



Recommendation 

Some of the challenges encounter in the course of carrying out the activities for March 

was beyond the capability of the teams especially in cases which had to deal with 

meeting the officer to sign/ approve/ receive the team. But we recommend that  

 At such visit phone numbers of key persons should be collected so that the team 

may call to assert the presence of such officer in the office before going to the 

office. Or the key person whose number was collected will serve as an mediator 

in pursuing the approval/ re-visit of the team 

 De-worming drugs should be made available during scaling up of the Soil 

transmitted helminth with support from medical personnel. 

 Taraba The field is recommending the immediate set-up of the alternate power 

supply to enhance activities that require the use of power and it should be done 

in a temporal way putting into account the fact that the office would (or might) 

soon move. 

Conclusion  

For children to become active members of their community and develop a sense of citizen-

ship they need support. Every child deserves a childhood, a future and a fair chance. That’s 

why TAHSERI is working to reach the child and ensuring that their rights is upheld in the 

society where they lives. Irrespective of the challenges faced in this month of February, tar-

geted result was achieved 

 

Compiled by 

 

Victor Hephzibah  

Director of Operation  
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Bakin Dutse Community CECED Assessment 

 

 

SabonLayi Community Sunkani CECED Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil transmitted helminth in St. Andrews Nur/Pri school, Nassarawa kaduna  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Soil transmitted helminth in St. Pauls Nur/Pri school, Nassarawa Kaduna  

 


